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The Foothpath

Both trails begin on the reglonal road (E.R. 110), and
go down as far as the Rabogal government house. The
frails diverge along two parallel levadas located on differ-
ent levels,

Trall PR 6.1, goes along Levada do Risco, af 1000m
above sea level, taking the hiker fo an impressive waler-
fall. which falls horizontally crealing a ridge in the rock. If
you go down fo PRé you can visit the 25 Spring Lagoon
(logeoao das 25 Fontes), created by the waters which come
down from the Mountain Marsh (Paul da Serra) and myste-
riously appear from behind the wall that forms the lagoon.,
where you can see more than 25 springs. Legend says thal
whoever was fo dive here would never come back up fo
the surface, which Is what happened fo an Englishman
who wanted fo break the supersfition and was never seen
again.

Al this height the landscape Is dominated by moor-
land, which includes Erica arborea and Erica scoparia ssp
maderensis as well as Madeiran whorlleberry (Vaccinium
padifolium). This vegetfation changes as alfffude lowers,
with other species predominating, including the rare
mounfain mocano (Fitosporum corlaceum). This area
Includes the Madelran laurisilva forest which has classified
as a Nalural Heritage Site by UNESCO, since December
179% and is part of the European network of imporfant
community sites - Natura 2000.

The Trocaz Pigeon (Columba frocaz frocaz) lives and
nests here, the bird Is exclusively endemic fo Madeira
Island.

The 25 Fontes levada, which Is also known as Levada
Nova do Rabacal, began fo be builf in 1835. On 14 Sep-
tember 1855 water ran through the levada for the first ime,
running from North fo South and making it possible fo
make use of lofs of land which had so far lain fallow in the
Calheta municipal area.

The two levadas bring fogether water from two Iributar-
ies of Ribeira Grande and run into the Calhela Hydroelec-
fric Dam, and carries on fo irigate agricultural land.

Levadas, is the name given on the island fo the small
aqueducis thal make up a vast irigation system, bullf
through the physical sirength of our ancestors who, over-
coming the height of the island, brouvght fogether the waler
from thousands of springs and fook if fo the flelds.



Description

Distance: 4.6 Km (+ 4,6 Km return)
Time: 3h

Moxim alfifude: 1290 m

Minim aifitude: $00 m

Shart: ER. 110

End:ER. 110

Warning

O PRS can cause verligo; Do not put weight on profechion barriers.

Confacts

Emergency: nz
Civil Protection: 291700112

Taxis:
Porto Moniz 291852243

Cathefa 2rra22i2v

Regional Festivities

Agricultural Fair wediily - 2* weekend
See Week End July / start August

Altractions

Remnanis of shulf Tapesiry, Wool corsel, Modeira embroidery
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Walking Code

- Avold noise or oclions againsi nalure.

= Do not lake plants or animal with you.

= Do nol throw rubbish aoway (lissves do nof easily decompose).

- Do nol light fires.

- If you are a smoker do not throw cigareites ends on the Roor,
keep them for the dusi-bin.

= Do nel change or damage the signs.

For vour own safety ...

- Before starting oul make swre you have updafe Instructions on the
route.

- Let someone else know where you're going ond when you expect fo
refurn.

- Be sure fo confirm the Fme i will foke so thal you can finish before

nighifal,

- Take some exira food and waler with you.

- Wear sulloble clothes and shoes;

= i possible lake a mobile phone whit you;

- In case of heavy rain or sireng winds do not go on and/or furn back

using the same roules.
- Don't loke risks.
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Technical information

Texts: Reglonal Fores! Bureau
Fhologrophy: Reglonal Fores! Bureau
Fleld work: Regional Fores? Bureau
Grophic design: PEC
Coordination: Sara Frefilas

This work was financed by the profect TOURMAC = Hiking Tourism ond Sus-
iained Development . EU program INTERREG IN-B, Arcres. Madeira,
Canary.
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